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Nunc gaudet ecclesia.

Lestnytgh, lordynges, bothe grete and smale,
I xal you telyn a wonder tale,

How Holy Cherche was browt in bale

Cum magna iniuria.

The greteste clerk of al this lond,
Of Cauntyrbury, ye understonde,
Slawyn he was with wykkyd hond,
Demonis potencia.

Knytes kemyn fro Henry kyng,
Wykkyd men, withoute lesyng;
Ther they dedyn a wonder thing,
Ferventes insania.

They sowntyn hym al abg
Withine the paleys andw1
Of Jhesu Cryst had

In sua malicia.

Beforn his

elestia.

From Richard Greene's A Selection of English Carols,
based on the fifteenth-century MS. Sloane 2593



For Peter Cook and the Canterbury Medieval Pageant in lockdown,
on the 800th anniversary of the Translation of Thomas Becket, Fuly 2020

A Becket Carol

From Richard Greene's A Selection of English Carols, Stephen Barker
based on the fifteenth-century MS. Sloane 2593 (modernised) b. 1977

Lively, with a folk feel .=66)
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Nunc gau - det ec - cle -si - a, Nunc__ gau - det ec - cle -si - a.

! Nunc gaudet ecclesia = Now the Church rejoices 2 in bale = into sorrow 3 Cum magna iniuria = By a great wrong
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4 A Becket Carol
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There they did a___ ter -ri-ble thing, Fer - ven - tes in - sa - ni-a.b

4 clerk = cleric  ® Demonis potencia = By the power of the devil © Ferventes insania = Raging in madness
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7 In sua malicia = In their wickedness
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8 gunne = began ° paryn = cut open '° Optans celi gaudia = He hoped for the joys of heaven
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Fordwich, Canterbury
Feast Day of St Peter & St Paul, 2020

11 abowtyn start = began their work 2 Pergens ad celestia = Attaining to heaven
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